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R. H. MATHEWS.—The Bora or Initiation Ceremonies, &e. 411

. The Bora, or INITIATION CEREMONIES of the KaMiLarol TRIBE

By R. H. MaTrREWS, Licensed Surveyor, N.S.W.

[PrATE xX1.]

= WirH the view of assisting in collecting and preserving
- authentic records of the manners and customs of a race who
= are now rapidly passing away, I have prepared the following
- account of a Bora which was held during the months of

January, February, and March of the present year, 1894,
near the small town of Gundabloui, in the parish of the
same name, County of Finch, New South Wales. Gundabloui

- is on the Moonie River about 12 miles below where it is

crossed by the Queensland boundary, and also about 12 miles
above its confluence with the Barwan River. All the tribes
who took part in these initiation ceremonies belonged to the
Kamilaroi community, who occupy a large extent of territory
in that part of the country. \
Mustering the Tribes.—During the last three months of the
vear 1891, a Bora was held on the Gnoura Gnoura Creek,
about 3 miles north-westerly from Kunopia, & small township
on the Boowmi River, County of Benarba, Not long after the
conclusion of this Bora, two of the head-men of the aboriginal
tribes of that part of the country, who are kmown amongst
the Europeaus as “Billy Whiteman” and “ Morgan Bifly,”
arranged with the head-man of the tribes about Gundabloui,
who i1s known as “ Jack Bagot,” that a Bora should be held
in the last named district, for the purpose of iuitiating a
number of young men who could not attend the Kunopia Bora,
and also to finally admit some of those who had been there
initiated. -
" The Kunopia head-men gave Jack Bagot three boomerangs,
according to custom, as tokens of their concurrence, and in
due course he visited all the neighbouring tribes for the pur-
pose of consulting the several head-men about making the
necessary arrangements in regard to the best time and place
for holding the Bora. These preliminary duties occupied him
for a considerable time and on his return to Gundabloui a
few months before last Christnias (1893), he despatched mes-
sengers! to all the places he had recently visited, to inform
the blacks that -a Bora would be held at Gundabloui, and

! These messengers were  not pired to be of the same class and
tofem as “ Fack Bagot,” the princi ead-man who summoned the tribes to
attend the ceremonies; bat were selécted according to their fitness to perform
the work_ entrusted to them; and they were sent to the head-man .of the
different tribcs, irrespective of claes distinetions. :
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requiring them to assemble there at a certain time. Some of
the messengers were men who had been initiated, and wept
on their mission alone; but two of the messengers were half-
castes who had never been at a Bora, and in their cases each
was accompanied by an old man until the first camp wag
reached, when the old man returned to the camp he had left,
From there the messenger was similarly escorted by an old mayn
to the next camp, when he also returned to his own tribe. In
this manner these half-castes were conducted from camp to
camp until their respective destinatious were reached. The
initiated messengers, as before stated, went from camp to camp
without any convoy. B

The messengers went away separately, each having his own
toute, and before being despatched they were each provided
with a kilt of Wallaby skin,' as an emblem of their mission,
which they had to keep hung in front of them by means of 4
girdle tied round the waist; and they were instruected to wear
this badge all the time they were engaged in this duty. On
the first evening of the arrival of one of these mocssengers at
a camp, he would strip quite naked, paint himself with raddle
and grease and appear with the kilt of Wallaby skin hanging
in front as a covering. Me then went through a ceremonial
dance before the tribe, after which he delivered his message
to the head-man. The same procedure was gone through at
every camp visited by him until he reached his final desti-
nation. It may be mentioned that the messengers sent out to
muster the tribes were considered persons of some importance
by the blacks whom they visited When a messenger at
length arrived at the last of the camps he had been directed
to summon, he remained with the blacks there until they
were ready to accompany him, when the return journey to
the Bora ground was commenced, the assemblage being in-
creased by a fresh contingent of natives at each of the places
visited by the messenger on his way out. Daring the journey
to the Bora ground, when the contingents camped at night,
they sometimes had dances and songs at the camp fire. When
this concourse neared the Bora camp, onc of the chief men
went ahead and informed thosc already assembled, of the
near approach of the visitors, and stating the district they
had come from. All the men in that camp were then mustered
with their weapons of war in their hands, and on the new
comers appearing in sight they were welcomed with volleys
of joyous shouts. Then the messenger who had escorted them

! Ridley says “the herald who summons the tribes to the Bora bears in bis

hand a boomerang, and & spear with a padamelon skin hanging upon it.”—
“ Kamilaroi and other Australian Languages,” p. 183.
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thither, having now finished the task assigned him, T6-
leased from further duty. The same course was follo:::i r:n
the arrival of each messenger with his contingent at the main
camp. These arrivals generally took place about nightfall,
and appeared to have been so arranged. When all the con-
tingents had arrived, the head-men fixed the day on which
the ceremonies should commence. .

The Camp.—The site selected for the general encampment
was situated on some flat ground in an open forest about half-
a-mile westerly from the town of Gundabloui, The camp
was divided into three sections; the blacks who had come

- from Mogil Mogil, Collarendabri, and Walgett occupied one

section ; those from Kunopia, Mungindi, and Welltown another ;
those from the Moonie and St. George forming a third section.
The people who thus went into sections by themselves all
belonged to the same tribe; therefore the whole concourse
assembled in this camp rcpresented three distinet tribes all
belonging to the same cowmunity, and cach tribe occupied
that side of the main camp which faced the direction of their
own fauri, or country—the camp of the head-man who sum-
moned the tribes being the initial point. Water for camp use
was oblained from the Moonie River, about half-a-mile to the
eastward of the camp. The blacks from the Moonie, St
George, and Welltown belonged to Queensland ; those from
Welltown and St. George had the farthest to travel to reach
the Bora ground—the distance being aver 100 miles. The
Narran and Namoi tribes had been Invited to participate in
the ceremonies, but did not attend.

The people of all ages, assembled to witness this Bora,
numbered two hundred and three persons, comprising ninety-
six men, fifty-cight women, and forty-nine children. This.
includes half-castes, the same privileges being accorded to
them as to natives of full blood. The Aborigines’ Protection
Board, on being informed that the Bora was to be held,
authorised the issue of rations to the sged blacks and chil-:
dren ; and on one occasion, during very wet weather, a special
issue of a hundred half rations was made to the able-bodied
natives. Mr. J. L. Gwydir, manager of Mr. J. Tyson’s Gun-
dabloui Station, close by, gave the blacks an allowance of
beef, free of charge, in addition to the Government rations just
mentioned.

The Bora Ground.—It is the custom for that section of the
community which calls the tribes together, to prepare the
ground, and get everything ready for the arrival of the various
contingents. The locality chosen for the performance of this
rite is usually situated within the country of the head-man
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who calls the assembly. While the messengers were away
mustering the tribes who were invited to join in the cere-
monies “Jack Bagot” and some of the other head-mep
assisted by young fellows who had been to at least one Bora
before, were employed preparing the ground, which was aboyg
half-a-mile westerly from the general encampment, on some
level country, in a serub of sandalwood and coolabah. It
will therefore be observed that the Bora ground was in the
opposite direction from the main camp to that in which the
town of Gundabloui wa$ situated.

Two eircles were formed on the ground, very much resembling
the rings seen at a cireus, only larger (Plate XXT, Fig. 1); these
circles were cleared of all timber and grass, and carefully swept;
the swface of the ground within them was levelled, and
slichtly hollowed, so as to obtain sufficient loose earth to form
the surrounding walls, which were about a foot high. The
largest of these circles which was the onc ncarest to the general
cncampment was about 70 feet in diameter, most regular in
shape, and in the centre stood a pole abont 10 feet high with a
bhunch of emu’s feathers tied on top; in the western wall of thix
enclosure an opening about § feet in extent was left as an
cntrance. Around this cirele on all sides exeept the opening
mentioned, was o bush fence composed of a number of forks sct
iu the ground, with the rails from one to the other, and against
these rails bushes were laid. ¥rom the opening referred to, an
ordinary uncleared bush track ran about 8. 60° W, for about 23
chains, connecting with another and smaller circle about 43 feet
in diameter. The scrub around the latter circle was denser than
at the other one, and it was, besides, farther from the camp and
more sccluded. This circle was not so perfect in shape as the
other, and the walls were roughly made; there was, moreover,
no opening left for the purpose of ingress or egress, as in the
larger circle, but any one wishing to enter it had to step over
the wall of loose earth. Near the centre of this circle were
two saplings which had been taken out of the ground by the
roots ; the branches were then cut level across, after which they

were fixed in the ground with their roots upwards. These’

inverted saplings were for use as scats by the old men when
instructing their novices. Although the surronnding country
was quite level, one circle was not visible from the other, owing
to the dense intervening scrub.

On leaving the larger cirvele, and proceeding along the path-
way, nothing was noticeable for about 140 yards. then, for a
distance of about 320 yards, numerous devices and figures were
carved in the turf, extending about 20 feet back from the track
on either side. In order to obtain a clean, even space on which
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to work, the loose surface soil had been removed and piled into

~ little heaps like ant hills, and the earth, cut out in carving the

outlines of the figures, was disposed of in the same manner;
every heap having a small stick “stuck upright,” in the top of it,
which had a rather pleasing effect.

The most interesting of these carvings in the soil was a group
of twelve persons, life size, with their heads in the direction of
the smaller circle, and were on the south side of the pathway.
(Plate XXI., Fig. 5.) All the figures were joined together, the
hands and feet of oue joining the hands and feet of others.
These figures were formed by cutting a nick or groove in the
ground along the outline of each. They represented the young
men who were with Baiamai at his first camp.

A large number of devices, somewhat similar in character to
those seen on trees about Bora grounds were outlined by a groove
in the soil about 2 inches deep, end from 2 to 3 inches wide,
cut out with tomahawks and sharpened sticks. Three of the
most representative of these are reproduced on Plate XX, Figs.6,
%7, 8. There were about 40 of these designs cut in the ground
in various places and at irregular intervals throughout the space
of 320 yards before-mentioned. Kach one had a separate
pattern, and some were on one side of the path and some on
the other; they are vemarkable for their great number and
variety. Soine of the largest designs were from 10 to 15 fect
square, but others were much smaller.

On the northern side of the path was a representation of a
horse and parts of a vehicle, outlined by carving in the seil like
the preceding ; and near a stump which was naturally in that
place was the eftigy of a black fellow composed of sticks and
old clothes, like a scarecrow, having round his neck a string
from which was suspended a crescent shaped piece of tin
resembling the brass plate sometimes given by Europeans to
aboriginal “kings.” The native artist who did this group said it
was purely imaginary, and was meant as a humorous represen-
tation of an old king going to the Bora, and having a break-
down on the road.

The foregoing comprise all the earvings cut in the soil, which
I have distinguished from raised earthen figures formed on the
surface of the ground, which I will next describe.

About 230 yards from the smaller circle, about 6 feet from
the southern side of the path, and at right angles to it, was the
horizontal fignre of a man 15 feet in length and otherwise
built in proportion, composed of Jogs covered with earth, the

height of the chest being 21 feet from the ground, and the
fect poinling towards the track; this the blacks suid repre-
sented Baiamai, who presides over the ceremonies of the

VOL. XXIV, v 2 ¥
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Bora. On the opposite side of the path with the feet towards
it, was a life-sized female figure which represented Baiamai’s
female consort whom the blacks call Gummanbeely. (Plate XXT.,
Figs. 8 and 4.) They say that Baiamai created them and gave
them the country and all that is in it for their use, after which
he and Gunnanbeely went away. A short distance from these,
on the north side of the track, the figure of a man and woman
were formed on the ground in the sime manner; they were
lying togcther behind a tree, and werc partly hidden. The
blacks said these represented their original pavents, whom they
call Bosbardy and Numbardy,—meaning father and mother
respectively.

On the northern side of the pathway was the life-sized figure
of an emu formed with raised carth, with its head towards the
smaller circle and a spear stuck in its body, the other end of
the spear resting against a tree.! (Plate XXI., Fig. 16.)

The figures of two suakes,® each 15 feet long, were formed
of raised earth; they were lying heside each other, parallel to
the track, and on the south side of it, with thelr heads in con-
trary directions. (Plate XX, Fig. 2.) These represent a large
snake called by the natives “mungan,” and its flesh is pre-
ferred to that of other snakes.

The body of a bullock was formed by logs covered with
carth, on one end of which was laid a dry skeleton of a
bullock’s head, with the horns on it ; and a stick stuck in the
ather end for a tail.

There was o mound of earth, 4 feet long representing «
grave, on the north side of the pathway. On opening this, it
contained some old clothes placed inside a sheet of bark,
whicl was folded round them, and a cord tied outside of it to
keep 1w from opening, showing the way natives are buried.

On the south side of the track was a life-sized male figure
cut out of bark, and placed on top of some raised earth about
9 inches high, so as to resemble a man lying on the ground.
On the other side of the path, opposite to this, was the figure
of a female formed in the same way. These represented the
men and women of the tribes.

Not far from the track were three small gunyahs, made of
hark, indicating the dwellings of the natives. Two of tlese
were on the southern, and onc on the northern side of the
path,

! The fgure of the emu on Bovs growds Tias been netical by different writers.

See “Jonrn. Anthrop. Inst.” vii,, pt‘225, Th. sii., p. 452 and 436, nnd Henderson's

“ Observations on Colonics, New SBouth Wales and Van Dieman’s Land,” pp.
145-148,

2 Henderson says that snakes were delincated ou the Bora ground he visited
near Wellington in 1832.
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At inlervals along the track, some being on one side, and
some ou the other, were sixteen bushes naturally growing there,
containing representations of bird’s nests, in which were placed
stones and prickly pears for cggs. Dispersed along the track
in the same manner werc half a dozen imitations of cater-
pillars’ nests, made of about a quart of sand tied up in cloths
like puddings, and hung on trees, the caterpillars! were repre-
sented by small leaves of the prickly pear threaded on a
string by means of a hole throngh one end of them, and the
string tied round the tree. These nests, the natives say, repre-
sent the gifts of Paiamai to them.

_ A short distance from the image of Baiamai was the imita-
tion of an eagle-hawk’s nest? in a tree, 20 feet frow the ground.
The blacks said there was an eagle-hawk’s nest near Bajamai’s
tirst home, and that le chased the cagle-hawk away.

) Not more than a dozen trees were carved, none lf»eing marked
higher than & man could reach from the ground. The marks
were cut through the bark, and into the wood of the trees.
Five of the most representative of these arc delineated in
Plate XXI, Figs. 9 to 13. I may add that suitable trees for
carving weve scarce, the timber consisting chiefly of small
serub trees. )

_On the northern side of the track, near the effigy of the old
king, was the figurc of un ijguana, about 3 feet long, cut out of
hark aund fastened to a tree.  (Plate XXI., Fig. 12.;;

A figure of the sun 2 feet in diameter, and one of the moon
18 iuches, were cul out of bark, and hung on trees; the sun
being at the eastern, and the moon at the western extremity
of the symbolical representations I have been describing—
perhaps to indicate the sources of illumination by s - and
night. (Plate XX, Figs. 15 and 14.) h

Not far from the image of the sun were two male tigures,
cut out of bark, and fixed up against trees, one on each side of
the pathway. One of these had his head ornamented with
emu’s feathers, and the other held in his hand a kelaman, or
native shield. These figures gave a visitor the impression
that they were warriors who had been placed there to guard
the entrance to the mystic sylvan temple beyond. The natives
said _these figures represented the two sons of Baiwmai, Cob-
harailbah and Byallaburra.

On the track, about 40 yards from the lizure of Buiamai, and

! Representations of the ecockchufer were shown on the Bora sround
described by Hendcrson in the work quoted. °

? See Henderson’s remarksin his work bofore quoted in reference to an casle’s
eyrie observed on the Bora ground described by him in 1832, )
2F 2
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about 270 yards from the swaller circle, was a hig fire which
was kept burning day and night, called “ Baiamai’s tire.”

Trom the time the Bora was commenced until the ground
was abandoned, two of the old men kept guard over it day and
night, they camped at Baiamai’s fire, and had dogs to give the
alarm if any stranger approached. All the meu of the tribes
took their turn in watching the ground, and there were always
two of themn on this duty at the same time.

One of the natives told my informant that the Bora ground
represents Baiamai's first camp,' the people who were with him
while there, and the gifts he presented them with; the figures
ou the gronnd and the marked trces are emblematical of the
surroundings of such camp. They also state that Baiamal in-
tended the larger circle for the recrcation of the women and
children ; this is why it is greater in extent than the other,
which is only intended to accommodate a few.

The Bora ground was ready for more than two months before
all the mohs of blacks had musteved, and during this interval
the head-men would go and sit around Buiamai’s fire and
arrange matters of tribal eoncern, and disenss subjects in con-
nection with the ceremonies which were shortly to take place.
Sometimes these discussions would lead to warmth and un-
pleasantness, but would always terminate amicably. A Bora
had never been held on this cround before.

Preliminary Cereinonies—When at length the last mob of
patives had arrived, the ceremonies of the Bora commenced.
Every forenoan the initiated blacks went to the Bora ground,
and walked about looking at the carvings, and other imagery
there displayed, spending some of their time talking about
these things ncar Balamal’s fire, the gins and novices remaining
at the main camp. In the afternoon, the mothers of the

novices, or their nearest female relatives® who had them in
charge, painted them with red ochre and grease, after which
they decorated their necks with beads and their hair with
feathers. When the novices were thus ornamented, they
marched in single file from the main camp to the larger circle,
keeping their eyes fixed on the ground. The women who had
charge of them—accompanied by the rest of the women in
the camp, as well as the children—walked with the novices,
watching that they did not raise their eyes from the ground.
The mothers. or relatives who had charge of the boys, were
yerkeed] Lo the waist and were painted with raddle and pipeclay.

! Ridley says = the ground on which the Bora is eclebraied is Buiumali’s
N ; . . M )
ground.”” < Kamilaroi and other Australian Languages,” p. L4l o
2 When the mother of the noviee is dend, or ix unnble to be present; 1t.‘1s _usutt’l
for one of her sistevs, own or tribml, who would therelore he the boy’s *“iribal

mother, to attend and discharge the mother's duty.
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Ou arrival at the large cirele, the boys entered it through the
opening previously described, and sat down on the mised
border of the circle, their feet being within it. The Mogil
Mogil, Collarendabri, and Walgett boys sat on the southern
side of the entrance to the circle; the Mungindi, Kunopia,
and Welltown boys sat in a similar manner on the opposite
side of the entrance; and on the left of the last named the
boys of the Mounie and St. George tribes took up their
position in the same way ; the boys of the three tribes thus
sitting in that part of the circle which faced their respective
districts. As goon as the boys had sat down, thc women and
children alsu entered the circle; and commenced to dance, and
sing and play. During all this timme the boys were required to
keep their cyes cast down. About sundown, the men, who
had as before stated been at the Bora ground since the fore-
noon, joined the assemblage at the larger circle. and took
part iu o short dance. After this, all hands, with the excep-
tion of the two men before referred to left to guard the
uround, went back to the main camp, the boys being cscorted
on ilie return march in the same manner as on their way out.
This concluded the ceremonies for the day, and nothing more
was done ou the Bora ground till the following morning.

At the main camp, during the early part of nearly every
night, one of the masters of the ceremonies would go alone into
the bush a short distance from the camp, and for about two
hours would sound a wooden instrument whicli these blacks
vall wurraican, which is supposed to represent the voice of
Durramoolan,! their native name for the evil spirit, who rules
in the night,.

During the time the instrument referred to was being sounded
in the adjacent forest, the men of the tribes would dance and
yell, and make hideous noises; and all the gins would sing and
beat timme, those of each tribe singing their own peculiar song.
The gins sat down in a line on one side of the camp fire, having

! Iowitt says :—** Daramulun was not everywhere thought to be a malevolent
spirit, but he was dreaded as one who could severely punish tho trespasses
committed against their tribal ordinances. He, it i3 said, instituted the
ceremaonies of the initiation of youths; he made the original mudji, (bull-
roarer) and the noisc made by it is the voice of Duramulun.”—* Journ. Authrop.
Inat.,” xiii., p. 192 aud 446.

Wyndham states, that among the blacks of the western parts of New
England, the principal man who presided over the Bora personated the devil,
and he umde w most Lerrific noise withia bull-rourer.  — Journ. Roy. Soe. N S.W.,”
xxiii, p. 38.

Greenway says:—* Among the Kamilaroi tribes about Bundarra, Turra-
wmulan is represented at the Bora by an old man learned inall the laws and
traditions, riles and ceremonies, and assumes to be endowed with supernatural
powers.”'—* Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,’” vii., p. 243.
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on their laps a piece of thin, d i
¢ ! thin, dry bark, with a cloth
;:;,e on wﬁuch they beat time with both hands, SUChﬂgi’ovtvl?eover
boon who were tqo mﬁz_'m to dance also beat time with tOId
> merangs, or time sticks, one in each hand. The dap Y
adere on the other sx_de of the fire, retiring into the darknes: o
Thvanclpg to the light, as the sentiment seemed to requi o
0 rfn Z:snolsii cont;;pgents danced alternately, being in 1:111-6;11q p.:f )
-I8 and audience. The uninitiated youth di "
part mn these dances, but will be sl Y danee with o, ke
. neces, allowed to dance with the
:}ff;ﬁg] nﬁxf; Tlio_ra_ they 80 to. These performances were ‘?(;Iez?
ugh Zor the iostruction as well as the amusement of
Shrangt : nt of the
e :S'uwei;ulm'mg the boys to the head-imea.~The  preliminary
mrg:;on‘;cis?hl lllfnieb been describing were gone through from day
7, slight variations, for wpwards of thre A
sligh I lree weeks,
th(lan lelld ‘gz nﬁl;ls tmcule, }«;tﬁ morming about sunrise, all the blacjlg
— LW 1, and children—assemble adjacent t :
circle. All the males includi noviees, G, larger
t 8, uding the noviees, then strinpec
:Juake(t]],' and painted their bodies with red ochre and r:rea::x ]P’Jplelg
.mc(? 711?]111 formed to & group and daneed in fronto? the \.;mmen‘
i‘em'xl(:: 1:‘ (lregp: Tbe mot:hers of those {0 Lo init.iuted,.or Lhéi'r
row. le t}c:ea‘;\o (;sl ;llis:-lhargm% @.he]pax'entu] duty, stood in the front
he (Il dunug this dance, and at its conelys: \
commanded the novices to ent ¢ i relmanieiY
; ] 1 er the circle, thus relinauishine
‘tle;e;r .zlut;.mnty over them. Up to this time the Wwornen ?:rﬂ;gﬁ
« :nn; foﬂthet)f?uths, but now surrendered them to the‘ hoa('i
A¢ tribes.  The youths then walked int.  circle
theont s opernans b3 : valked into the circle
roug ‘ning before deseribed, the members of th
t) 1 ; i, : e t Y
tribes l\(,epm.g by themselves, thus formine three distinet s -Ll'lrte
within the ring. ° ceons
Each novice had a euard; i i
. guardian assigned Lim by the head-m
;I;naste:s c};lt the ceremonies—this giardian be?ng selected ‘;';lofx:
a ‘;)]_I(;,_, the initiated men of the class and totem with which the
e c; O\zis,a:y ]ll:hsl tribal laws, entitled to intermarry.!
all the novices were inside the circle, t
. ¢ \ le, the wome
;gdt lfel:nég;:'l:l we;'eﬂmade to lie face downwards on the(' (‘:'1(:1]1‘;3
Slde of the ring, on that side of it f; thes o
pathway, and their heads were od up with s
> 8 : securely covered up with ruo.
g;glceblagtl;ﬁlt:, (t;(f)' ﬁreveil!t them from seeing what %vas to tal?:
place. 1€ old men were deputed to see tha i
formality was strictly carried out. When the "iust :,:5
= b «

! Howitt. says,—p

Hoy > fays = The ngvies | en fror H bied
the inititeg TS i ee is tsken ‘rrn.w: ameng the ussembled women by
vegards whon 1o € x,t Dart of the cormunity to which belong the women ns

g who: a"zi s tm’ erited potential marital rights. The men who especiall
um, and wateh over hj ing the cer i i i
o o tribaie g eyt ),n’mx“d‘urmg the ceremonies, nre the brothers 1

¢ wolnen. Trans. Aus, Assoe. Adv. Se.™ i3 p. 345 ’
- 96,7 i, p. 345,
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children were securely covered up, the guardians or sponsors
entered the circle, and each caught his novice by the hand, and
led him to a convenient place within it, and painted him with
pipe-clay, those of each tribe using a distinguishing pattern.
The guardians also adorned each of the youths with a kilt of
wallaby skin,' suspended in front by means of a girdle tied

-round the waist; and these badges must be kept by the recruits

till they have passed through another Bora. Such of the aduls
males as were not engaged in the ceremonies also entered the
eircle if they chose, and stood with the people of their respective
tribes.

When the novices, who are called wommarois, were thus
ornamented their guardians took them by the ann above the
elbow, and led them towards the smaller circle, with their eyes
tixed on the ground, carc being taken that they did not look at
any of the figures as they passed along the track. Each
guardian and his novice walked abreast, one pair following the
other, thus forming a file of two and two. Each guardian gave
his Loy instructions as to his duty while on the Bora ground.
When the procession of novices started, the men who wers
present as spectators raised a shout.  This shouting is kept up
to cover the noise made by the departing guardisns and their
novices, the women not heing supposed to know what has become
of them.?

As soon as the men and novices got out of sight of the larger
circle, the women and children were permitted to rise from the
prostrate position in which they had bLeen placed and were
escorted back to the main camp by the old men left in charge of
them. This was the last appearance of the women and children
on the Bora ground.

On reaching the smaller cirele the wommarois were made to
lie face downwards on the ground, with their heads resting on
the raised earth forming the boundary of the circle, and their feet
from it. They were allowed to vary this pusture by resting en.
their knees and elbows, with their heads bent to the ground—
when they got tired of one position they could adopt the other—
and during ali this time they were forbidden to look up.

There were amongst the assemblage a number of young men
who had been to one Bora before, and attended this one for
further instruction; these are called fwggabilles, and had no
guardians, but walked unrestrained with the old men all over
the Bora grownd, and cverything on it was fully expliined ta
them, so that when they became old men they may be able to

! Bometimss these kilts are made of Kuangaroo-rat skin—*Journ,

Anthrop. In«t.” xvili, p. 321.
= Clowom, Anthrop. Inst)” xiii, p. 442, note 3.
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produce similar figures, and explain i
Zzgng men o{f the tribe, so that th:ig wstog;al:ud traditions
c ¢l
anoﬂlg.emmnes, may be handed down from one generati
After the wommarots had been lying dow
two hours, the tuggabillas were gronl?ght a[xllgs ;m f::a;b?ut
around the outside of the circle. Two old men! then entered j
and performed Rora dances, after which the old men eacl:%
ascended cne of the saplings previously described, and sitti
on the roots sang traditional Bora songs in ,a low,monot.on(l»ng
chant. These performances continued for about an hour, Wh: .
the old men came out of the circle, and two of the tug, ’a,bv,lla!;
who were considered the most enlightened in the lore of tlge tribe‘
took their places. The wommarois were now allowed to rise
and were placed in a slanting position around the outside of the
ring while receiving from the two fuggabillus similar instruction
to that previously imparted by the old men. When this was.
concluded, the wommarois resumed their former prone position
around the circle. The tuggabillas then withdrew, and went over
theD Bora:t gmu;d]again with the old men. ’
eparture of the boys—About one c¢'clock in the
the head-men and guardians called the cateclltlmeaifstexzogg
the circle, and took them away about 6 miles to a place called
Mungaroo. The departure of the men and boys from th
smglle.x' circle was the last scene enacted on the Bora uﬁ£
which was now finally abandoned. The journey to nglm roo
from the Bora ground was performed at a leisurely walk d%;"i
which the novitiates werc not allowed to gaze about them, nor
to show any levity of manner. As they walked along their
guardians were explaining to them the significance of what the
had gone through at the smaller circle. On their arrival a{
Mungaroo, the old men formed a camp on the edge of a scrub
near water ; and about 150 yards from it in the scrub a separate:
camp was made for the boys.” The latter consisted of a partial
enclosure resembling & horse-shoe in shape, the open end bein,
that farthest from the men’s camp. The width across thg
open end was about 30 feet, and the depth from there to the
back wall about 20 feet—the walls being about 4 feet high
and were formed of boughs. Across the open end snllg;a.ll’
fires were kept burning, and when in this yard the novitiates.
were never without a few of their guardians, who furnished
them with food, and attended to their wants. " Whilst in the
yard they were not allowed to look up, but when out huntin,
or playing with the men they were allowed greater liberty. Oﬁ

' These old men have sometimes been deseri izard heir-
d “«” ” =
performan-:es have been called “ magical daneae,"m :!mg‘;ml cl:a’nﬁ:’l’ld )

meaning to ﬂxé
rites,
on to
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leaving this yard in the morning, or reburning to it in the

- evening, they had to keep their eyes on the ground while the

camp was within view. Women were not permitted to approach
either of the camps mentioned. :

Many of the men unconnected with the ceremonies accom-

jed the men and catechumens to Mungaroo, but the women
and children, and any of the men who were infirm or did not
care to go, remained at the general encampment. These men had
to take care that the women did not follow the men and novices, -
or go upon the sacred parts of the Bora ground. Mungaroo,
which is on & warrambool of the same name, is a great place
for marsupials, and native game of all sorts. During the day-
time the men and youths would strip and paint themselves with
raddle and grease, and put on their kilts of wallaby skin and
girdles, when they would all go into the bush and hunt. The
old men taught the novitiates all the native games, to sing the
songs of the tribe, and to dance certain corroborees which
neither the gins nor the uninitiated are permitted to learn. They
were also instructed in the sacred traditions and lore of the
tribe ; to show respect to the old men, and not to interfere with
unprotected women.

On some of the days spent at this camp, the men and boys cut
grass and reeds, and tied them up so as to resemble kangaroos’
fails ; these they stuck in their girdles and danced a corroboree,
imitating kangaroos.!

During the night the courage of the novices was tested by
making them lie on the ground in the yard which I have
described in charge of some of the men, who were instructed to
observe them, while the old men would each take a youth who
had been to at least one Bora before, and would thus go in pairs
in different directions some distance into the adjacent serub,
where they would make hideous noises, and raise a terrific din,
sounding the wooden instrument called murrawan, previously
referred to ; and during this time the novices were not allowed
to exhibit any sign of fear. During the daytime these instru-
ments were hidden away in great secrecy by the old men.
These proceedings were gone through every night for about a
week, at the end of which the secret wooden instruments (the
bull-roarers) were shown to the novices, and their mysterious

1 At the Bora described by Collins in his © Account of the English Colony
of N. 5. Wales,” pages 865-374, he mentions a dance similar to the one I have
described. The bgcks told the following legend about Baismai and his two sons
in regard to these tails. 'l‘h;y were out h\mtin% ope day and caught two
kangaroos, and eut their tails off. The next Bora they went to, Buiamai's sons
danced with these tails tied bohind them like kangaroos, and this custom has
been followed by the tribes st all Boras ever since.
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significance was fully explained, after
on (}-he camp fire and burnt.’
1 some days the novitiates would be rancod ; ine i
> v g anged in a line
b(;]ugl}: yard before descnl‘)gd, in front of the 8ld men and "tlhfgz
w o1 ad lately been admitted as men of the tribe, all of whom
\goud‘ go through many ohscene gestures for the purpose of
lsmek}pg the young fcllows; and if the latter had shown the
east]; sign of mirth or frivolity during these performances they
would have been hit over the head with a waddy by an old man
zgggtlgécc} OL: \:}?tch them, '.I;:his pantomimic representation was
: € purpose of teaching them to abstain f
P;sburlmmqn, and from those offences which have l:e;ncgﬁfg
i_le abommatlox_ls of the Cities of the Plain.”® Durine these
per _ormm.]ces, which took place in the daytime, the wmen and
3(())\‘/111c(:ies x;ould be llm.ked and painted, and one or two of the men
act as guards ors : ¢ : '
o, et guards or scouts to see that no one came upon them
The extraction of a front t i
T ‘tior : ooth was not practised b
;.\?ctxq}l pf t_he tribes assembled at this Bora, but while d);} T]lli:
b lull]ga.x 00 camp the noviees had their hair cut short and a few
0 11 em who had beards had them cut off The guardians and
:ltl t:e.x mien “%w accompanied thein also had their hair and beards
b it & stmular manner.  The cutting off of the hai ;
ably intended to take the place of kuookive b 5 Was prob-
y 1de axe the place of knocking out a front
or the eating of human ordure® practis 7 0me triben & _toot,I.),
coremonion S hauman « ¢.” practised by some tribes at their
The ceremonics at the camp at M i
_The ce k camp at Mungaroo occupied betw
aee]\ ;r{ql.telx days, at t—lie' coneclusion of whichr they \:‘.g;xz('}l
a. fjt; rreWh}fa;nt{} off their bodies, and painted themselves wilite
ich 4 © < joi 1 '
ner ] 1cy started back to rejoin the main camp at Gun-
Return of the boys.—During th
— g the absence of the men
catich?mens at Mungaroo,. the women and children, assisteddgg
z:lcn poab(g:& nllsxrllfWho r;elnmmedhwith them, had shifted the main
8 mie southerly from its former position
( ] i ion,
About 200 yards westerly from this new camp, a boxll);h yal;d

which they were placed

1 . .
calloﬁal;:; ;:Z:a :?az;b“ml{l rz};;e Psellmger ﬁ-iver }fribe, the humming instrument is
J mbo . r), and when t o i
thgy“burn 18"~ Journ, Anthrop. Inst.," xiii, ;. geérémouy °f the Bora s over
ap J ourrz:: Aulz;thmtp.} Inst.,” xnii, p. 450,
or particulars of this customn, sce Ridley’s state i
Ineg oDyt storm, sce I y’s statements in the “Journ. Anth
roohs vol. vii, p- 252, and in “ Kumilaroi and othe Australian Langua.ges,r'og:
* A long and heated discussion took i
. ¢ cuss w0k pluce with regard to locality where
::; ;ﬂ«;:nmp a!ymld be erected, and prepurations to be malé.é for :heor:iletgti\c‘)ge:l‘: zﬁe
e wmens on their return from the bush, The Mangindi, X i i
u ]f] town tribes wished to Liave it erccted at Collybidgelah g11.7 )l];nesu;:pm,emd
ow in the direction of Kunopia, und therefore 17 mites nearcr theirn;esp:z:

-
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was erected, similar in size and shape to the one used Ly the
novitiates during their stay in the bush. The entrance to
this yard was on the side farthest from the camp, and faced
the direction of Mungarco. When the men and boys started te
return to the main camp one of the men went ahead, and
-announced that they would shortly arrive, All the children,—
and all the gins, with the exception of those next mentioned,—lay
-down outside of the convex end of the yard, and were covered
with bushes by the old men who had remained at the main
camp. The mothers, or female guardians, then entered the
-enclosure, and formed into three groups sccording to their tribes,
-each group having a flag! of their own, and taking up their
;pusition on that side of the enclosure nearest their own district.
As soon as they were settled in their places, they were blind-
folded by tying handkerchiefs over their eyes and round their
heads. When all was ready the messenger above referred to
went back and met the wen and boys coming from Mungaroo,
-and they all marched into the bough yard. Each guardian led
his catechumen to his mother, or female relative discharging the
parental duty, who felt the boy’s hands and face till she was
satisfied that he was the same person who was handed over to
the men at the larger circle on the Bora ground. During this
manipulation neither the women nor the boys were allowed to
.speak. The mothers then had their eyes uncovered, and the
boys went through a short dance before them. During this
dance the guardians withdrew, and a great smoke® was made by
burning green bushes at the entrance to the yard. At the con-
clusion of the dance the catechumens plunged through the dense
smoke,and proceeded with their gnardianstoaseparate camp which
had been provided for them about 150 yards southerly from the
new camp. They were not allowed to look back at the enclos-
ure which they had just left; and as scon as they were out of
sight, the women and children who had been lying down were
.allowed to rise and join the other wowen, after which they all
returned to the main camp from which they had come. The
neophytes and their guardians remained in their own quarters
until the tribes finally dispersed,and during this time the former
were not allowed to speak to the women or children.? This
seclusion was enforced, lest the young men, while the excitement

tive districts. To have put the camp there would have caused great incon-
venience to the othcr two tribes after the ceremonies were finished, their
-faurai being in the con direction. liventually the arguments of the two
1stter tribes prevailed, and the new camp was formed in the place above stated.

It is customary in thess ceremonies to remove the camp to a new site during
«the time the men and boys are away.—* Journ, Anthrop. Inst.,” xiii, p. 454.

' The use of the flag is probably copied from the * white fellows.”

2 “ Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” vii, 232. 3 Ib., xiii, p. 465.
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of the Bora was fresh upon them might divulge any of the
mysteries iu which they had been instructed. From what could
be gathcred from the blacke these novices will be under the

surveillance of their guardians for about a couple of months.

after their return to their own taurai,! before they will be allowed
to associate with the women of the tribe.

This concluded the whole of the rites in connection with the
Bora, and the tribes shortly afterwards dispersed and returned
to their own districts. The time actually occupied in the
ceremonies proper was about five weeks. The rites conducted
on the Bora ground itself commenced about the 12th February
and continued till about the 10th of March. The men and
novices went away into the bush as stated, and returned to the
main camp about the 20th of March. From the time of the
arrival of the first mob of blacks at the general encampment till
the commencement of the ceremonies upwards of two months

intervened, owing to the non-arrival of some of the tribes who-

had long distances to travel. About four months altogether
elapsed from the time of the arrival of the first contingent at the
general camp until the final digpersion of the tribes after all the
ceremonies of the Bora were concluded.

The number of youths who had never heen to a Bora before
and attended this one for the purpose of initiation was about
twenty, three of whom were hall-castes. They were not
permitted to see any of the symbolical figures described in
previous pages, or to have their significance explained to them.
In order to obtain this knowledge they must attend amother
Bora, when they will be shown all that may be on or around the
Bora ground, where they may assemble. Until then, also, they
are forbidden to eat certain of the choicest kinds of food ;
amongst the animals which they are forbidden to eat may be
enumerated the cod fish, the porcupine, the yellow iguana, the
black iguana, &c.* The ages of these twenty reeruits, ran from
about twelve to twenty years, but three or four of them, whom
circumstances had prevented from attending previous Boras,
were between twenty-five and thirty years of age. Besides
these there were about twenty-three young men wlo had been
at one Bora previously, and attended this one to be further
instructed or admitted as full men of the tribe. As stated
before, these young men were allowed to see everything upon
the Bora ground, and had all the devices explained to them.
Five orsix of these werce half-castes. It will Lherefore be seen

! Tawrai (pronounced, tow-ry), is the native name for their own distriet, or-
tribal territory.
* These unimals arc probably all 7alewns.
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at in all about forty-three young men attended the Bora I
1 cribing. : .
}a;?alt)g? ’(l)fdflfe blacks who attended this Bora could speak fairly
oood English, and were able to understand the purport of
“auestions and gi itable replies. Some of them were very

uestions and give sui rep :
intelligent men who could give a clear and progressive account
-of all that took place. This was a very great advantage to me
in collecting my information, because most previous writers
have either found that they could not fully understaud the
blacks, or that the latter could not uuderstand them. Mr.
Henderson in his able work before quoted, complains of this
disadvantage.
dlsf‘ha.ve endeavoured to give the reader a complete account of
all that took place at this Bora from its first inception till t.ile
final breaking up of the camp. The manner of suinmoning the
tribes has been explained,—the Bora ground with its imagery
-and surroundings has been carefully described,—the whole of
the ceremonies performed have been particularly detailed. }I
have imposed this task upon myself in the hope of a.ddm,(:: t'n? he
scanty literature of a subject which is one of those possessing
very “areat interest to the anthropologist, as well us to the
historical and classical student.

A4 HicHLY ORNATE “SworD ™ from the CoBURG PEN{NSULA,
NorTtH AusikRalla. DBy R. Ermmermce, Jun. (Curator,
Australian Muscum, Sydney).

[PrATE XXIL] 1 .

: unique example of Aboriginal art now presgnte to the
’irxlxlaféit‘.:itsqis from Rlz)ifﬂes Bay, Coburg Peninsula. For the loan
of the specimen, I am again indebted to Mr. Harry Stockdale,
from whose rich collection of North Australian implements and

: it is taken.

We;‘ﬁgn:\:'ord is elongately paddle shaped, slightly convex on
one face (the plain), and almost flat on the other (the ornate]%.
It corresponds in shape to one figured by Lpe”late Mr. R. t
Smyth, “from the northern parts of 'Australm, quc;pt: t'hﬁ? i

gradually increases in width to the distal end, not diwinig fmg
thereto as in Smyth’s figure. The tqtul ]f;ngth is 4 feet
6 inches. The immediate proximal end is 24 inches wide, and
is erescentically escavated or cut out; thende the margins grad-
;;allv eurve inwards towards one anut}'\er for 1(; . Inches, the
w(:a,vy_\on hereabouts having an average width of 1§ inches, u;ul
this portion of the sword may, for clearness, be termed the
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of the now disused Port Albert Road. This Strait connects Lake
Wellington and Lake Victoria. The people camped on either
side of the headman, in the direction in which they had come;
No. 2 being the young men’s camnp. This place was a favourite
old Jeraeil ground of the Xurnaitribe. It is flat sandy land very
little elevated above the level of the sea. It is in the county of
Bulo-Buln, in the colony of Victoria.

No. 3. The Jeraeil ground is an open space about a quarter
of a mile from the camp, all the little bushes were chopped up,
and the ground cleared of sticks and rubbish, p. 304. Here sat
the novices with their Krauun behind them, p. 205.

No.4. The place where the men disguised themselves, and
with their headman ran forward along the dotted line to the
front of the novices at No. 3, p. 305,

No. 5. The semi-circular enclosure of bonghs, p. 306, where
the novices were put to sleep, p. 308, and after awakening were
invested with the belt, kilt, &ec.

No. 6. The cainp where the novices were kept and instructed
by their bullawangs, pp. 311 and 315.

No. 7. Place at the edge of a dense serub of tea~tree, with a
Jittle open plain of some H0 acres in front, where the novices
were shown the bull-roarers and afterwards played the opossum
game, pp. 312-314.

No. 8. The place whore the girls (Krauun) offered food to the
noviees, p. 315.

No. 9. Ilace where the “ghosts ¥ provided mecat for the
noviees, p. 318.

No. 10. The dotted line from No. 6 to No. 10 is where the
novieces, at night, sounded the bull-roarers to frighten the women
—Tindan being supposed to be leaving the camp—and ceased
the noise at IWo. 10 on the bank of the Strait, p. 315.

The Bora, or INITIATION CEREMONIES of the KamiLaror TRIBE.
(Part 11.) By R. H. MaTuEWS, Licensed Surveyor, N.S.W.

Introduction—Last January (1895) I couiributed a paper
bearing the above title to the Journal of this Institute! That
paper was prepared, as before stated by me elsewhere? from
information supplied by a correspondent, Mr. J. T. Crawley, an
officer of the New South Wales Mounted Police, stationed at
Mogil Mogil, not far from the scenc of the Bora. From my
further details of the Jeracil, which may be obtained by enquiry from some of
the old Kurnai men who are still living.—R. II. M,

. ! “Journ,"Anthrop. Inst.,” xxiv, pp. 411-427.
4 “dourn Roy. Sce., N8, Wales,” xxviii, pp. 105-106.
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general knowledge of the initiation ceremonies, and other customs
of the aborigines, gained during many years’ residence in the
interior of New South Wales, I was able to give himx an outline
of the proceedings, and requested him to collect all the particu-
lars he could ~When the paper was in the press I obtained
some further dstails from my correspondent, but unfortunately
it was then too late to incorporate the additioual matter with
that paper. Being especially eager to make my account of the
Bora as comprehensive and aceurate as possible, I then deter-
mined to wravel inte the district in which it took place, and
personally visit the tribes who had been present at it. This
involved a journey of 350 miles to Narvabri by railway, and 150
miles by stuge coach from there to Mungindi, on the Barwan
river, which at that place forms the boundary between New
South Wales and Queensland.  From Mungindi, both by
vehicle and on horseback, 1 visited several native camps, at all
of which L met a number of the men who had been at the
(iindabloui Bora. At each of these eamps [ took some of the
initiated men into the adjacent bush, and showed them the
bullroarer and other saered emblems given to me hy the head-
wan of the Wiradthuri tribe, on the occasion of his having
confided to me the whole ceremonial of the Barbimg. Upon
seeing these emblews, and leiruing from my eonversation that 1
was also acquainted with the esoterie mysteries of the Bora, they
treated me as one who had been initiated, and gave me all the
further information T wished to obtain.

I will now endeavour to supplement my former account of
the Bora by the fuller details collected by myself in the camps
of the natives. In doing this it will be desirable to continue the
same arrangement of the heads of the subject as that adopted in
the first paper,! so that all the matter under each heading in
both papers may be read together. Thus, underthe sub-head of
Mustering the Tribes, the reader is requested to refer to these
sub-heads in each paper, so that he may sce all the particulars
relating to the wanner of gathering the tribes to attend the Bora
cercmonies.  This explanation will apply to each of the other
sub-headings in both papers, which should be read together as a
whole.

The rcader will observe that I have excised a few paragraphs
in different places in the former paper, which were not suffi-
cicutly full, or contained some inaccuracies of detail. These
were compiled from Mr. Crawley’s stutements, and although they
are substantially correet, they are not exuct cnough for scientific
purposes.

Mustering the Tribes—See the “Journal of the Anthropo-

! “Journ, Anthrop. Inst.,” xxiv, pp. 411-427,
YOL. XXV. z
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logical Institute,” vol xxiv, pp. 411 to 413, Atp. 411, the
whole of note * should be struck out. At p. 142, all the words
from the commencement of line 16, to the word “bheadman” in
line 24, should be cancelled; also, all the words commencing
with the word “and” in line 41, to the end of the page. At
p- 413, all the words commencing at the head of the page to the
word “arranged ” in line 5 should be struck out. )
When a messenger is despatched, he takes with him a novice
painted red all over, and a guardian to mind the novice. The
messenger carries a bullroaver, kilt, belt, and one or more
boomerangs. When he gets within about half a mile of the
camp he freshly paints the novice red, and he and the mau who
has charge of the novice also paint themselves according to the
tribal device. In coming within sight of the camp they give
a shout, which is answered by the people there, who, when
they sec the youth painted red, know they are Bora messengers.
AW hands—men, women, and children—then quickly muster at
some level place close to the camp, and pull handfuls of grass,
which they lay on the ground, and form a ring, perhaps 30 or
40 feet in diameter, with 4 small opening in one side. If there
is no long grass, they break small bushes and lay them around,
inclosing a circnlar space. The messenger, novice, and guardian
then advance in single file, and walk into the ring through the
opening in its boundary. The men of the place are lying down
on the side of the ring next the camp—the women sitting on the
oround close beside them. The messenger and his comrades
" then dance round a few times inside the ring, and then form in
a line near the edge of it farthest from the camp, where they
remain standing. The men of the place then get up and mark
time with their feet, and swing their arms fora short time, after
which they step into the ring and jump round a few times, and
then join the messengers, when all of them jump or dance
round together, calling out the names of a few camping places in
their country. The women, whohave Rrovxde.d themselves with
bushes for the purpose, now enter the ring and pull handfuls of
leaves which they throw at the men as they dance round. At
the conclusion of this performance they all come out of the ring
and proceed to the camp. The novice, painted red all over,
retires with his guardian in company with the boys and women
of the tribe, who commence to sing ; but the messenger goes with
the hoadmen and others a short distance from the camp, where
he shows them the bullroarer and other articles, and delivers
all the particulars about the approaching Bora. Shortly after
dark one of the men goes into a secluded place a short distance
from the camp, and sounds a bulquarer, which is answered _bZ
the gids singing and beating on their rugs. PDuring the evening
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the men generally get up a corroboree in honour of their
visitors.

In a few days’ time, or perhaps the next day if the time is
limited, the message is sent on to the next tribe. This is done
either by the same nessengers, or by the headmen of the tribe
they have visited. If the latter, the headman selects from
among his own people a novice and guardian, and also a man to
act as a messenger, to the latter of whom he hands the bull-
roarer and other embleins which he has received. These men
then start away to the ucxt tribe, and the details of their pro-
cedure there are preciscly the same as have just been described.

The novice who is brought to a tribe in this way remains with
them, one of their men being appointed as & new guardian, the
other two men returning to the tribe from which they had come.
The novice stays with the people to whom he has been sent,
and is brought back by them when they come to the Bora. If
a sufficient pumber of novices are not availuble to provide one
to accompany each ruessenger, an initiated wmwan goes alone to
some of the tribes, carrying the bullrearer aud other emblems
of his mission. The partienlars of the jouruey of each tribe
towards the Bora are given in my former paper.!

The messengers are gencrally chosen from the same class und
totemr as the principal headman who summous the tribes to
attend the Bora, and the message is sent to a headman of the
same class in the tribe to be invited. The message is likewise
sent on from tribe to tribe by men of the same class.  If suit-
able men of the required class and totem cannot be obtained,
the messengers may be selected according to their fitness to
perform the duties entrusted to them, irrespective of class
distinctions.

When a mob of natives get within an easy day’s stage of the
general encampment, a man is sent ahead to give notice that
they will arrive that afternoon, thus giving the people there an
opportunity to prepare to accord thewn the customary reception.
When this assemblage gets within a quarter of a mile of the
camp a halt is made for the purpose of decoraling themselves
with paint and feathers. When all is ready, they give a shout
which is answered from the camp, and then they start on in
single file—the men in the lead, the women and boys follewing.
The people from the main cump, whow I will call the hosts, are
by this thue assembling at one side of the large ring® of the
Bora ground. The men and women form iuto groups according
to their classes, and sit down around the outside of the embank-
ment, the men and wowen being mixed together, all having

1 « Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” xxiv, p. 412,

2 “ Journ. Anthrop. inst.,” Xaiv, p. 414,
. z 2
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red stripes on their faces. All the novices in the camp are
painted red, and are placed sitting on the bank with their feet
within the ring. The new comers now approach in single file,
and the men enter the ring carrying- their weapons in their
hands. The women and novices form into groups on the outside
of the ring, on the side opposite to the hosts, the novice who
accompanied the messenger being among them. The men
tramp ronnd in single file several times, and then form into a
cluster in the middle of the ring. After this they form ina
line pear their own side, marking time with their feet and
waving their arms for a little while, after which they with-
draw altogether from the ring, and stand just outside the
embankment. All this time they have their weapons in their
hands.

The hosts now rise to their knees, and sway their arms from
side to side a nuniber of times, after which they rise to their
feet and mark time for a few minutes, and then ’st,ep over the
embankment into the ring, and mark time again, swaying their
arms as before. They then stamp round inside the ring, the
headmen shonting out the names of several well known places
in their country. léach headman in succession names a few
places in their respective districts, each natne being received with
shouts. After this they step out of the ring aud pick up their
weapons, which up te this time have been lying on the ground.
Dunng these performances the women of the hosts have risen to
their feet, and are standing a few paces back from the circle.
‘The hosts then enter the circle again, carrying their weapons in
their hands, and step forward a little way. The strangers also
re-enter the ring and step forward a few paces; the hosts make
another advance, and so do the strangers; these advances are
made alternately until both sides are close to each other in the
middle of the ring. '

A welcome is now accorded to the novice who was sent with
the messenger to summon the contingent. Supposing, for
example, he is of the Murri class; & Kumbo advances from the
side of the hosts and brings the novice Murri-into the ring
behind the men of the hosts, who turn their faces towards him,
and dance in a semi-circle before him and his companion.
The guardian on the strangers’ side, who had the novice in
charge, then sieps forward, and conducts him back to the
other boys from among whom he has just previously been
taken.

The reader must now go back to where we left off at the end
of the preceding paragraph. Both lots of men, the hosts and
the strangrers, now go right up to each other, and mix together
and dunce round in the ring. Then the unovices belonging to

L
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the strangers enter the ring, and the boys of the hosts who have
been sitting on the embankment all this time rise to their feet
and join them. The combined assembly of novices now run in
amongst the men, and all of them dance round. The headmen
of the strangers now call out the names of a few remarkable
places in their own district, the name of each place being the
signal for shouts as before. All the women of both sides now
enter the ring, with green boughs in their Lands, from which
they pluck handfuls of leaves and throw them at the men as
they dance round.

All now come out of the ring and separate the boys into
groups according to their tribes, and place them sitting on the
bank with their backs towards the ring. The women of each
tribe then stand behind the boys with their faces in the same
direction, and sing bobbarubwrar songs. The women, and also
the boys, are forbidden to look round. A number of men then
stand behind the women, These precautions arc taken to
prevent the women and boys from seeing what is now to take
place.  One of the young men who is a good runner now ruus
around once inside the ring, and then away along the track
leading tv Daiamui’s ground, and is followed by the other meu.
As soon as the first man gets out of sight he commences to
swing the murrawan. The women and novices now start away
to the main camp, where those belonging to the new comers
commence 0 put up their temporary dwellings on the side
nearest their own country.

Meantime the men of the new contingent are being shown
the yammunyamun' on the ground and on the trees, the figures
of Baiamai and Guunaubeely and other deviees, as far as the
(GGoomee or Baiamai’s fire. During this time a bullroarer is
sounded at intervals, and as each figure or device is shown all
the men raise a shout. A halt is made at the large cleared
space around the Gomee, and some of the old men cntertain the
company by magical feats, bringing up through their mouths
quaitz crystals and other substances. At the end of each feat
they run, with their heads down, in amongst their audience,
catching hold of some one or more, and pulling off’ some part of
their attire, such as a string from their burranjal (kilt) or the
like, which they at once either swallow or pretend to do so.
1f the new comers have arrived carly they may be shown over
the remainder of the Bora ground, but, generally speaking, by
the time the performances at the Goomee are concluded, it is
time to proceed to the camp.

The wen now retrace their steps towards the large ring, again

! A Kamilaroi word for the carvings on the scil and on the trees at the Bown
ground.
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looking at the various symbols as they go. When the Ting is
reached they start shouting, towuards the camp, the men of the
several classes going together. On coming within a few chains
of the camp, they are met by the novices and several of the
women, who each fall in with the men of their own class, and
all proceed to a cleared space in the camp, where they dance
round a few times, naming places in their several districts,
and the women throw handfuls of leaves at them, after which
they all disperse to their respeetive quarters.

The following afternoon, all the men, women, and novices
asserble at the large ring, and go through the regular perform-
ances detailed in my former paper, after which the men goaway
in the usual manner to the sacrod ground—the women and
novices returning to the eamp. The men of the contingent
which arrived yesterday are now shown the remainder of the
sacred grouud in the following manner. The hosts are, as
usnal, the first to leave the large 1ing, and go to the Goomes,
followed by the new arrivals. Some of them remain there,
whilst a considerable number go on to the Goonaba and sit down
on the ground on the must distant side of the smaller ring elose
to the onteide of the embaukment forming its wall. Two old
men, with their hodies and limbs smeared with human blood,
then ascend the waddengahly or seats formed of the inverted
stutps, of trees and stand on top of the roots, beating two nullas
tovether.

While these preparations are being made hy the hosts, the
new arrivals, who have conie no further than the (Goomee, have
provided themselves with firesticks obtained at the large fire
burning there; these are rolled up in green bushes for the
purpose of making a smoke, and are carried in one hand, a
hoomerang being held in the other. They then advance along
the track towards the Gioonaba, and on getting close to it they
Tush up near the first side of the ring waving their smoky sticks,
and make a feint of throwing the hoomerangs at the men who
are lying down on the other side of it. They dance there for a
few minutes, after which they throw away their firesticks and
form into a row. The hosts then rise to their feet and dance
ahout, clapping their hands on their hips: they then enter the
ring, and pick the sticks cut of all the small heaps of earth
and throw them out on one side, after which they scatter the
loose soil of which the heaps are composed with their feet all
ever the ring, making the surface of the latter level. The whole
assembly then enter the ring and danee about ; the two men now
descend from the waddengahly, and in turn perform some of their
magical feats, running after the men aronnd them after each
trick.  Some of their performances consist of drinking blood

N
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out of a coolamin or large shell. Some of the other wizards
of both sides then go through similar acts of jugglery.

After this, the new arrivals, accompanied by the others, walk
leisurely over the ground, looking at the yammunyamun between
the Goonaba and the Goomee. At the latter sowe further
tricks and merrymaking may be indulged in, and then thlf'y
look again over the drawings they saw yesterday. After ti‘ is
they return to the large ring, gnd danqe round within it a ew
timos, the old men of each tribe shouting out the names of a
few well known places in their rospective distriets. They th‘fari
return to the main camp, where they are received in the us
ma;;;s " Camp.—Sce the “Journal of the Anthrvopolqg;}c.al
Tnstitute” vol. xxiv, p. 413. The .words “ and Namoi,” in
line 37, should be struck out. There is nothing further to be
ld%]?c Bora, Ground.—See the « Journal of the Anthropological
Institate,” vol. xxiv, pp. 413 to 418. At p. 414, all t;he words
commencine with “These” in line 37, to the word “ novices,
in line 39, should be struck out. .

. '%'ll?f dsmn!:gs of saplings, called waddengahly which were
inserted in the ground with their roots upwards, meptnqn}e;i 1111
my former paper,! were smeared with human blond. The b (;:)f
for this purpose was obtained by waking small incisions wit 3
piece of sharp flint or shell in the arms of sevem%l men, ardl
collecting the blood in vessels as 1t dripped from t e'womlll?i.
Scattered over the floor of the smaller circle, which is C‘il e
goonaba, were a considerable nmnb.er of small heaps o_f ]?o?e
earth, each of which had a short stick inserted perpendicu gr y
in the top. When welcoming a new contingent of natives these
heaps were flattened down, as stated in my paper, bui:1 wlercé
restored before another contingent appeared. After the las
contingent had arrived, the heaps were not again erected. h
In addition to the numerous objects delineated on .dg
Bora ground, and formerly described, there was a bower-birds
r or « playl ? he track and near the com-
arbour or “ playhouse” close to the t s com
mencement of the carvings in the soil. This was forme dy
laying on the ground pieces of bone, small stoues, and iee I;s
of wild fruits, over which the tops of the tall grass was m;x ,
in imitation of the “bowers” formed by these birds in the

bush. , ) .
Preliminury Ceremoniss—Sce the © Journal of the Anthro-

1o« . Anthrop. Inst.” xxiv, p. 414.
2 Sg:';:r:]accs s;: I\’l!ed only as “’prl)nyhouses," as they are called by bushmen

the bird builds its nest for breeding purposes ia u tree.
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pological Institute,” vol. xxiv, pp. 418 to 420
: i . M 4 - s -At .
all the words commencing with the word “ Every” in Illm:;uztii’
Eﬁethe e&ld fgf t,hehpa%c, should be struck out. At p- 419 all
words from the head of the IR :
sthllld o st the page to the end of line 22
most every afternoon in fine weather the m
. r : en, wome
and novices paiuted themselves and proceeded to the larcre[;-lixﬁ;
two or three hours before sun-down. The men started first,
allxld were followed by the women aud novices. On reachino
; e L]nrcle, the men gathered round it, having a Weapon in each
and, such as a nulla-nulla and a boomerang, two nulla-nullas,
0;- any two available weapons. The novices and women stood
; ose by, the latter huving green bushes in their hands, Little
dg{vs;] r:jr;d lgxr]sbwho had accompanied their parents would sit
down o play about a short distance off, watching the men and

L4

The men, who are standing j i each tr

_ , re standing just outside the i i

T Ting, eac be
beiug by themselves on the side next their own %’ h

" ) ountr
oune foot forward, resting on the embankment, swqyinﬂyzlf:ilit'
© B

bodies to and fro, and waving their arms, utterine monoto
shouts at each movement. The men of each tribe go th noug
these motions in succession, the hosts performing ﬁgrst rAO?tge
doing this for a few minutes each group of men hst;ep over thr
bank into the circle, and dance in a cluster by Lhemse]vese
The 1en of the local tribe then call out the names of a few
priucipal camping places or waterholes in their district. Each
of the other tribes in succession also call out the names of
notable places in their several countries. All the men now
mix f:ogether, al{d the novices enter the ring and join them, all
dancing round with much noisymerriment. The women nowenter
the ring and pluck handfuls of leaves from their green bushes
and throw them at the men as they dance round. " The novices
are now separated and placed by themsclves sitting on the
embankment, \_Vlth the women beside them, and the 1%mainder
of the proceedings are practically the sawe as already described
on the arrival of a contingent, except that the impressive core-
mouny at the goonaba is omitted.

.Sm*rcndcring the Boys to ihe Head-men.—See the “ Journal
of the Anthropological Institute,” vol. xxiv, pages 420 to 422
At p. 420, all the words commencing with the word « Th:;’
‘and ?,n.dmg’ with line 30 ; and all the words commencine with
‘As” in line 35 to the end of the page should be cancelled
At p.421 all the lines from the head of the page to line 37
should be struck out. At p. 422, all the words from line 5 to
line 20 should be cancelled.

Shortly -after the arrival of the last tribe who _ were
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expected to be present, the head-men fixed the day on
which the initiation of the novices should commence. In the
afternoon of the day preceding the date referred to, all the
people assembled at the large ring, and went through the usual
performances described at pp. 15 and 16, after which the
women and novices returned to the camp, and the men pro-
ceeded to the Goomee, or Baiamuis fire, to finally determine
the best place for the establishment of the new eawp after the
assemblage should remove from the Bora ground. Several of
the headmen stated their views as to what would be the most
convenient locality, some advocating Collybidgelah, others sup-
porting a site somewhere in the direction of Mogil Mogil, but
after u heated argument it was decided to merely remove it
above half a mile southerly fromn its original position. One of
the men who was in favour of that site then lifted a long pole,
which had been previously cut for the purpose, and raising it
perpendicularly with one end resting on the ground, let it fall
in the direction which had been mutually agreed upon. After
which all the men danced round the goomee a number of times
shouting as they went. After this they proceeded into the
adjacent serub aud with their tomahawks stripped some bark
which they shaped into pieces about 2 feet 6 inches long, about
4 inches at the widest end, and 2 inches at the other, so that
they could be gripped in the hand ; these pieces of burk, called
mungawan, were piled one on tup of the other, and placed near
the Goomee, ready for use the following morning. Each man
then cut a small sapling or rod, resembling a whip-stick about
6 feet lony, which they carried bark to the lurge ring, within which
they danced round with the sticks in their hands, the old men
of each tribe shouting out the uaies of a few important water-
holes or other remarkable places in their respective districts.
They next formed in a group in the middle of the ring, with
their heads down, shouting “ po-o-oh ! ” they then all raised their
heads and held up the sticks, pointing in the direction decided
upon for the new camp, shouting as they did so. All the men
then went to the margin of the ring and threw their sticks
outside, all in one heap, lIying parallel with each other, with
one end pointing towards the propesed camp. Leaving the
sticks where they fell, the men returned to the camp and were
received by the women and mnovices in the way deseribed
before. Alinost immediately a few of the men pretended to
dispute about sometling, and the other men ran up to them
making a noise with their mouth like pir-r-r, and other sounds.
As soon as the women who had astended other Bora gatherings -
heard these sounds, they knew that the eamp was about to be
broken up, and ecommenced droning their bobbarubwar songs in
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a vlcry melancholy strain, as if sorry that the carnival was at an
end,

All the people then packed up their things and started for
the large circle, carrying with them sufficient water for uge
during the night and following morning ; they camped con-
tiguous to the ring, each tribe océupying the side facing their
Yespective districts. When the eamp had been arranged, the
initiated men went away to the Goomee, where the head-men
selected those to act as the Kooringal or band of warriors who
were to aceompany the novices and their guardians into the
bush, and to assist the chiel men to carry out all the formalities
of initiation. The men who were to u

s¢ the bull-roarers, and
the mungnicans, at the cirele next worning were also chosen
from among the Kooringal. Having made these arrangements

the men returned to the women at the large ring, and during
the cvening a corroboree took Place, after which the women
and novices lay down to sleep.  Some of the men then went
iuto the adjacent scrub and imitated the guacking of the wood-
duck, aftor which they went up a trec und cominenced chopping
with their tomahawks as if cutting out a native bees’ nest,
Promiscuous intercourse with the women is always permitted
on this final night at the circle, and consequently some of the
m_e? were going uhout through the camp the greater part of the
might.

During the night the men who had been chosen for the
Kooringal and the nungawans lefl the camp nnobserved by the
women and novices, and Proceeded to the Goomee, where they
remained until the morning.  Ag daylight one of them sounded
the bull-roarer, which was responded to by the people at the
vamp; the women singing bobbarubwar, and the men raised
the customary shout. Some of the men and women then pro-
ceeded to cut forks and boughs and erected a bush fence around
outside the ring, about 2 feet distant from the embankment—
the fence extending about two-thirds of the circumfcrence,
leaving the side from which the track, thunburran, issued un-
fenced. During this time the novices were being painted in
the camp, cach tribe decorating their own boys; but in this
matter the class distinetions have to be complied with. For
example, one of the novices is an Ippai Carpet-snake ; a
guardian is selected for him from among the men of the Kubbi
class, but of a totem different to his own. This man and his
sister Kubbitha then paint the novice, He is first painted all
over with raddle and grease, giving him a shiny red colour, on

“top of which a few stripes of white are added about the face
and chest, in accordance with his tribal device, having also
birds’ feathers inserted in his hair. The other boys would be
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decorated in a similar manner; an Tppai and his sister Ippatha
would paint a Kubbi novice; a z\{urn and h1§ sister Matha
would paint a Kumbo; and a Kumbo and his sister Butha
would paint a Murri boy. When the painting of the novices
was completed, they werc taken and placed mttlpg on the
earthen embankment, with their feet outside—the group (luf
hoys belonging to each tribe snttu_ng on thz}t side of t;}}e mlrc.e
which faced the direction of their taurai or country—their
heads being covered with blankets. The.mothers Off the }l:oys
warn placed lying on the ground on the other sxd(;? of the bush
{ ; nother being cpposi her son, with her head
fence, each mother being opposite to son, ) pea

towards him ; the other women and _the chxldren.bemg,: .ah 1 }f e
way farther back. kach woman lies on her side, ,‘“§ b telr
elbow on the ground, and her head resting on her ]]d,I‘l( , with
her eyes towards the ground. They were then covered over
with rugs, blankets and bushes to prevent them from seeing
what was ahout to take p]fll(‘e,} and a few men with spears in

eir hands, deputed to wateh them, ]

™ i.)ﬁx?i:xg ﬂ)m tli)me that these prepamtiops were going on Vat» .ﬂ?e
large circle, the Kooringal were also at work at ihe Goomee,
paiubiug their Dbodies with powdered charcoal oz lmr;:_r. glrass,
mixed with grease, which gave them an intense Abla.(-: co ()tl;r.
They also ent long narrow strips of brigalow bark for tqé\
puri;»ose of disguising themselves in the manner to be'}sta -et

presently ; only the white inner bark was used, the rough out-
side being seraped off.

Md\(i'tl)lz]x;)ill t-hgearra.ngem(mts had been completed tlle.sour.l:i
of the bull-roarer was heard in the direction of Bammgz1 s
ground, and the men at the camp steod in a selm—cxrclehoutil e
of the ring, beating together two nulla-nullas, or any ]ot ﬁr V\:O
weapons which happened to be at hand. One of the hea -Ilil(,n
then called out in his own language “ Here he comes,”—ot l(3rs
shouted « Go away,” as if addressing Dhuramoolan. A number
of men were now seen_coming along the track from the filrgéz-
tion of the Goomee, and entered the cxrcle apd ran round inside
the bank, beating the ground with the pieces ol bark (mngézwa'{z?
before described. They hud a mungawan in each h."m , Wit]

which they foreibly struck the ground alternately at ev _er)lr step,
but uttered no other sound. Having gone rennd the circle ,two
or three times, they ran away noiselessly slong the track to
the Goomee. As soon as they. had gone, some of t_he m;an
standing round picked up firesticks, and threw them into 'l 1e
ring, scattering the embers about, for the purpose of ma.]‘\mg
the women believe Dhuramoolan had done this when he came
for the novices. There weore also two men one on each side of
the civele vigorously swinging bull-ruarers,—when these two men
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becawe gildy, caused by turning round, others took their places.
Amid the terrific and deafening din made by the rastling of
weapons, and the weird noise of the bull-roarers, the guardians
advanced and caught their respective novices by the arm above
the elbow, and lifted them to their feet. The boys were strictly
enjoined to hold their heads down, and their arms close by their
sides. The rugs werc now taken off their heads, and they were
marched away by their guardians along the track, followed by
the mmen with the bull-roarers.

When the gnardians and novices got out of sicht, the cover-
ing was removed from the women and children, and they were
permitted to rise. On looking all around, and seeing the fire
scattered about, and the boys gone, they gave vent to their
feelings in the usual native fashion. The fathers and relatives
of the boys, and some other men not immediately connected
with the ceremounies, packed up their things and started away
after the novices. The women and children, assisted Ly a
uumber of the men who remained with them, now packed up,
and removed the camp about half a mile southerly from its
former* position—cach tribe seleeting their quarters on the side
towards their own coantry. It is imperative, according to
ancient tribal custom, to remove the camp to a new site after
the boys bave been taken away.

Departire of the Boys—See the < Journal of the Anthropolo-
gical Iustitute,” vol. xxiv, pages 422 to 424, At p. 422 all the
words after * About ” in line 21 to the word “ circle ” in line 81
should be caneelled. At p. 423, the words commencing with
“ During ” in line 12, and ending with “hunt ” in line 15; the
words “ and boys” in line 22; aud all the lines from line 26 to
the cnd of the page, should be struck out. At p. 424, the first
two lines should be cancelled, and also lines 27 to 31 inclusive.

In the meantime, the guardians had taken the novices away
aloug the track, their eves being cast upon the ground at their
feet, and on reaching a clear space ncar the commencement of
the yammunyamun, they were made to lie on the ground facé
downwards, with their arms close by their sides—their gnardians
standing necar them. While the hoys were lying here, the 1en

of the Kooringal, who used the mungawans, had time to put on
the strips of white bark previously prepared; these were tied
across their faces—diagonally across their bodies, and also around
their arms and legs.  Being thus disguised, they went to where
the novices were -lying, and on approaching, the guardians
clapped thiir hands ou their hips to prevent the novices from
hearing them coming. The novices were then ordered to rise
to their feet and look at the lideous figures stunding before
*Journ. Anthrop. Inst,” xxiv, p. 424,
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them. These men, who are called binnialowes, nvow st}(:pped up
close to the boys and commenced to dance and wave treu‘ arms
up and down shouting pir-r-r. The boys .facei. wer; tz})loy
turned the other way, and the gn'ard_lans again clapped th :ﬁr
hends on their hips to allow the binnialowee to get aw?)y w l1] ;‘
out being heard. Two men now emerged from t;he seruba sd or
distance on one side of the pathway, each of .whombcarue 1:
his left hand a smoking firestick and in his right a pomgy:xr_,_,
shouting like Ah-h-ow ! and other sounds.. 0111 c&mu}x}g :1 11;3
30 or 40 yards they rushed a few steps Lowards 10. Lﬁ) s, ‘ﬂi{l
threw cach a boomerang over the heads of the lattc]r ; Feﬁ' did
not come up to 1ift the boomerangs from whcr?} t ]}fyt,li ~ ;lld
immediately went away in_the direction from w ich. Lh >y JDad
come. A bull-roarer was then sounded and the boys were on
ducted to the Goomee, with their eyes cast down upo§1ld te
avound at their feet. One of the guardians then prqt{;m{c, th(:
rs‘ce something in the direction,nf lhg s_un,ﬁ and Qau ‘?l e]-‘c(,'
novices, “ Cun you see the bees’ nest that tr(;j-uw}f’"l'rhé
they are going i and out of a h«?le in 1119 tn_pA :Tanﬁi Y o
Tovs all turned their eyes in the direction mdw?u. ., en )
vouring to see the ahject, until told to look down at som}e llnc-r:y (tl(:
the utl‘;,er <ide of the Gouvmee fire. .Thcs«.z men, who al;;a. u:,‘ ml\c\ b0
the Kooringal, and are called miflunga, were cr{)u_c.ml:be:“(‘.v;) ; n
with their buttocks resting on Fheu- heels, and Lxend f ° o on
their knees: they were painted l]et I;Iack &m% :‘1:;? é)e\m ;}1\? ;t o
Their lower evelids with their hands, and staring HETLely :
t:(lﬁl:‘cel-sm%]f; sun having momentarily impaired t.llxe \'lsl(nlpofv;}l!‘c:
latter when looking towards the sky, they coule I;]O se > very
clearly, which caused the milunga to appear all t efmo o
earthly and demoniacal. Having loolged at these men ?rdad ¢
while, the novices were taken away with their hedds b&‘: e“r (:::ng ,
about 300 or 400 yards, and were placed sitting on the grou t
During this brief delay the Kooringal left the Gooulxeef,. anlg \: :}rlx
on a short distance ahead, each man cutting a e]a )ldili)(: ghs
they then crouched down in a cluster, each one l“‘) g | X
bough in front of him, in such} a lrlgxlne(;‘ f?hat: ltl}?; tju(xiri’rectinn
san of bushes was visible when viewed Irom ection.
?ﬁ?novices were then brought en with their hgads d(;xyt;l, ?lt(el-
placed standing in a row in front of the busllﬁs, v; 1‘11('; e
men kept shaking as if blown ahout in a gale. " 1e boys vere
now direeted to look, and two of ﬂ.xe head-men, who accmn;‘»..,1 tn
them, Jack Bacot and Cowbail Tilly, stand ont, m}d 01'1?. ?lr“wu;
(e other, © Can you tell me what this is? ! ’lhe..] ]t_{)’;\- o
« You are older than T am—you ought to know bes 11 the
first man then struck the {lmun(}‘ with his 11\11]51—111\‘?:‘;.‘:11 '
called out * Dhurrahoolboo] ©” The Kooringal pnnediately
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threw down the boughs and sprang to their feet, shouting,
jumping, and waving their arms up and down in regular time
for several minutes.

The guardians then marched the novices away with their
heads bent and their eyes cast down as hefore.  On procecding
a short distance, the boys werc brought to a stand, and the
murrawan was sounded in the forest behind them.  The
guardians now clapped their hands and told the boys to run
ahead about 20 or 30 yards and stand still; they were then
told to run on abont the same distance, and stand again. The
guardiaus now gave each boy two or three nulla-nullus for the
purpose of joining in hunting wallabies and other game. The
boys were in this way liberated from having to gaze upon the
ground, and were now allowed to hold their heads up and look
in any direction except hehind them. The whole company
travelled on in this way, the Kooringal walking a short distance
behind the guardians, whilst the relatives of the novices and
others were in the rear. On nearing a certain waterhole in the
bush the boys were brought to a stand, the nulla-nullas taken
from them, and they were directed to resume their former atti-
tude of looking only at their feet. Arriving at the waterhole all
their accoutrements were luid down, and the Kooringal performed
a corroboree, each man hopping along on one leg, keeping time
with each other. After this the journey towards the camping
place was resumed, the boys being liberated in the usual manner,
and a few nulla-nullas given to each alter they had gone about
150 yards from the watethole. The murrawan was occasioually
sounded by the Kooringal who were walking behind; some-
times a dog's ear was pulled to make him howl, for the purpose
of inducing the boys to believe that Dhuramoolan wuas coming
along behind them.  On their arrival at Mungaroo a camp was
formed as described by me in a previous paper to this Institute.!
The boys were placed in the yard made for them, and at night-
fall food was taken to taken to them by some of the guardians.
About an hour afterwaris the novices were brought to the men’s
camp and placed lying on the ground, their heads being covered
with blankets. The Kooringnl then raised a peculiar weird
shout at ivtervals. This shouting, called Bungaroo, is instituted
for the purpose of guiding to this camp in the bush any strange
blacks whe may have arrived at the wuin camp that day.

Supposing, for example, that a contingeut having a few boys
to be mitiated were @ day wo late, and on their arrival had
found that the main camp had broken up that morning, and
that the old men had taken the novices away into the bush;
the wanen amd children of such a ccntingent would proceed to

t ¢« Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” xxiv, p. 422,
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the new camp, and join the other tribes, but some of the men
would take the novices and start out after the Kooringal. They
would not come up o the camp, but would stop for the night
somewherc out of sight, perhaps half a mile or a mile away,
at some place where thcre was water, and on hearing the
bungaroo shout, they would reply to it. These salutes would be
repeated perhaps several times. Early next morning a few of
the strangers would approach the camp carrying in oue hand a
smoky stick, and in the other a boomeiang, and nttering a series
of short shouts. The Kanringal, guardians and novices would
then stand out, and the new comers after rushing up near them,
would retire and go back to their comrades. In a short time
they would return, bringing with them their novices, who are
put into the bough yard with the others, who know nothing of
the new arrivals until placed amoungst them. The guardians
who would accomvany the new boys would join the other
guardians, and the other men wounld attach themselves to the
Kooringal. No such eontingent joined the camp at Mungaroo,
but the formality of the éungaree had to be complied with, in
aceurdince with ancient usage.

At daylight next worniuyg the boys were tuken from the men’s
camp to their own yard, where breakfast was subsequently
brought to them hy the guardians.  After breakfast, men and
boys started out hunting, which was kept up the greater part of
the day, provisions having run very short on account of the
previous day having been so much pre-cccupied by the breaking
up ceremonies.  Duriug the afternoon the boys were called
together and were placed standing with their eyes cast down.
The Kooringal came up behind them and climbed trees, catching
hold of the branches and imitating the posture and noise of
locusts. The novices were theu turned round and told to look.
In ashort time the men came down out of the treesand walked
along the ground on their hands and feet mimicking locusts.
The two old men then interroszated each other as to what animal
was meant, and one of them struck the ground with his nulla-
nulla, and shouted out “ Ngaddélle ” (locusts). The backs of the
novices were turncd towards the Kooringal for a few minutes,
and when thecy were again told to look round they saw the
Kooringal lying on top of each other in a heap ealled bsballai,
which I will endeavour to describe, Supposing there are 20
men in the Kooringal; first about § or 10 of them would get
down on the ground on their knees and clbows, as close togrether
ws they could lie- ~then about half a dogen more men would lie
on top of these, and the remainder on top of the second lot, A
groauing noisce is kept up by the men during the time they are
in the heap.  Most of the positions and gestures are very obscene,
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and some of them disgusting. This tableau is. enacted at the
conclusion of most of the pantomimic performances and dances
in the hush. The usual inquiries were exchanged between the
old men as to the name of the scene before them, when one hits
the earth with his nulla-nulla, and called out “ Boballai babiabbi.’
During the rest of the afternoon, the men separated into two or
three detachments, each lot of guardians and their novices ooing
in different directions in pursuit of game. Each detachment of
novices on their return to the camp were put into the bough
yard. After supper, two or three small fires were lighted on the
side of a clear space near the men’s camp, and the novices were
brought out of their yard and placed standing on one side,
The Kcoringal now passed along the clear space in & crouching
attitude, jumping and shaking their arms; the leader of the band
as well as the man in the rear had each a piece of string, the
ends of which they held in their hands, having the middle
between their teeth. This string was drawn from side to side
through their teeth, the operators making a low noise with their
mouth, which was repeated by the other dancers who had no
string.  As soon as all the actors had passed into the darkness

they returned, repeating the performance a few titues, and at the
conclusion the old man ealled out « Farringun.” The evenine’s

amusements were brought to a close by the tableau of Boballar,

and the boys weve returned to their yard, where a few of the

guardians remaived with them until bedtime. At bedtime the

murrawan was sonnded in the adjacent forest, and the boys were

brought out of their yard to the guardian’s camp, where they

slept all night. At daylight the following morning they were

again returned to their own yard.

Having fully detailed the procedure for one day, it will be
sufficient to state that during the remainder of the stay at this
camp, oue or more pantomimic performances were gone through
every day, some represented hunting incidents, others animals,
and others corroborees. At the camp fire the doctors or wizards
gencrally went through some of their tricks of jugglery, such as
bringing up out of their mouths pieces of quarts, crystal and
other substances. On the last night or two at this camp some
of the old men sang Bainmai’s song, the words of which, with
other native chants, may be given by me on a future occcasion.
In order-to obtain food they went out huuting every day,
bringing back to the camp game of various kinds, wild honey,
roots, &e. ’

When the novices were being escorted hy their guardians to
and from the yard. they had to keep their eyes cast upon the
ground. When leaving the camp in the morning, or returning
to it ih the eveniug, they were guarded in the same way, and
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even whenin the yard they were not allowed to raise their heads,
During the whole period from the morning on which they were
taken from their mothers until they were shown the bull-roarer,
they were not allowed to ask any questions or even to speak,
If they want anything they had to make signs to their guardians.
So rigorous was the surveillance exercised over them that they
did not know who was at the men’s camp, although the fathers
of some of the boys were amongst the company. Among other
reasons for keeping the boys in a yard by themselves at the
camp, it serves the purpose of preventing them from hearing
any of the discussions which take place between the Kooringal
and the guardians as to the programme of performances for the
next day. The novices know absolutely nothing of: what is
going to be done, or where they are going; they have simply
to do what they are told. As a rule a new camp is reached
every night, but on the present occasion, Mungaroo was the
only good camping ground available, and therefore most of the
time was spent there.

The ceremonies at Mungaroo occupied about a week, at the
end of which the camp was broken up, and the return journey
towards the new camp at Gundabloni was commenced. On
reaching a waterhole in the scrub about a mile from Gundabloni,
the men laid down their burdens, and lit a fire for the purpose
of camping for the night. The Loys were then taken away a
short distance into the adjacent forest and were placed sitting
down with their backs towards Guudabloni, Two old men then
appearced, holding a small bush in each hand. Each man then
brought his hands together, in front of him in such a manner
that the two bushes hid his head and chest. The leafy end of
the bush in one hand was held upwards, and in the other down-
wards, so that when placed side by side they presented a mass
of leaves only. The men marched on in this way, and the
novices were told to rise to their feet and look at them. On
getting within 20 or 30 yards, they threw down the boughs, and
rushed up quite close to the boys, and stood still. The guard-
ians then turned the faces of the novices in the other direction,
and the two men went away to the new camp at Gundabloni,
and informed the women that the boys would be brought back
the following morning,

A few of the principal old women then mustered all the
females in the camp, not including the little girls, and drove
them into a waterhole in the Moonie river, where they swam
about and washed -themselves. When they came out of the
water they returned to the camp, and danced and sang bobba-
rubwar.

Shortly after the two men started away, the Kooringal formed

VOL. XXV, 24
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a semi-circle behind the boys, who were placed standing in a
row with their eyes cast down. Two men with bull-roarers
then went out into some clear ground in front of the novices
and commenced loudly sounding these instruments. The boys
were now directed to look at the two men, and were told that
all similar noises that they had ever heard were made in this
way. Several of the Kooringal then walked in front of the
boys, with uplifted tomahawks in their hands, and told them
that if ever they divulged this, or any of the other performances,
which they had seen in the bush, to the women or the uninit-
iated, they would be killed. The murruwans were then given
into the hands of the novices, and they were invited to inspect
them. The guardians next invested each novice with the belt,
kils, and other articles of a man’s dress. They were now
aciwitted to the status of manhood, and were not kept under
any further restraint. About half an hour after this, the
Kooringal all went into the waterhole and washed the black
puint off their bodies ; the novices did not wash.

That night, after sUpper, a number of the Hien, ﬂga(nnpanied
by the ncophytes, who are now called tfuggnliillus, stavted for
the place where the new camp had heen erected. On nearing
the place the boys belonging to cach trile separated into groups,
and each group then approached that side of the camp in which
it was known their mothers would be located. Some of the
men accompanied each detachment of boys, and upon arriving
in proximity to their own side of the camp, one of the men
ascended a tree and gave a peculiar shout. His voice was
recognised by his female acquaintances in the camp, who
answered him. ZXach boy now shouted in successinn and was
auswered by his mother. During this time a bull-roarer was
being sounded at the butt of the tree. The other detachments
of boys, and the men who accompanied them, shouted in a
similar manner, adjacent to their mothers’ quarters, and were
answered in the samec way. The women then took burning
sticks off the fire and waved them in the air. After this cere-
mony the men and tuggabillas returned to their comrades out
at the waterhole in the bush.

‘While the boys were away at the women’s camp, two or three
of the men at the waterhole had eclimbed different trees over-
hanging the camping place, and remained quietly hidden among
the branches. The old men, and the fathers of the tuggabillas,
now proceeded to give the latter a new nane. The Kumho
men gave names to the Kubbi boys, the Murris named the
Tppais, the Kubbis named the Kumbos, and the Ippais named
the Murri boys. Until now the boys have been called by the
name which their parents gave them when they were children
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‘When they go back to the camp their mothers will be told that
Dhuramoolan gave them the new name. The neophytes were
then forbidden to eat the flesh of certain animals as stated in
my former paper.! There were amongst the company some
young men who had been initiated at previous Boras, and these
now asked the old men to free them from certain restrictions as
to food which had been imposed upon them at the Boras
referred to. At the end of these ceremonies, or perhaps at
intervals during the time they.were going on, the men in the
trees made noises like opossums, and micturated down upon
the ground in imitation of these animals. They then descended
from the trees uttering exclamations of regret that the Bora
festival had terminated. All hands then lay down at their
camp fire to rest for the night.

The following morning after breakfast the men and hoys had
the ends of their hair singed with small blazing pieces of stick?;
the hair on their faces and other parts of their bodies being
singed off altogether. The boys who had been kept painted
red all over, during the whole of the time they had been in the
bush, now had in addition, white stripes drawn diagonally
across their bodies from the direction of each shoulder, and also
lines of white on their arms und legs. They were likewise
decorated in their newly acquired full dress of a man. The
men were painted with red stripes from the waist downwards,
and from the elbows to the hands. All men and boys had
feathers of the eagle, hawk or swan fixed in their hair. A start
was then made for the new camp, and on¢ of the men went
ahead to report that the boys would shortly arrive.

Return of the boys—See the “ Journal of the Anthropological
Institute,” vol. xxiv, pages 424 to 427. At p. 424, all the
lines commencing with the word “The ” in line 10, and ending
with the word ¢ come,” in linc 35, should be struck out.

A bough-yard, thurrawenga, had been erected near the
new camp, as stated in my former paper on this subject.?
Around the outside of the convex end of this yard logs of wood
had been laid, on which the novices would have to stand.
‘Within this yard the mothers of the guardians and Xooringal
had placed their yam-sticks around near the fence, about 2 or
3 feet from it, each stick having some article belonging to
the owner attached to it, in order that the men might recognise
them. The yam-sticks of the 1I'hi women were on one side of
the vard and those of the Kup'athin women on the other

The meu and wowen belonging to the new camp, who ave called

L ¢ Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” sxiv, p. 426.
2 « Journ. Anthrop. Inst.” xxiv, p. 424,
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2 “Journ. Anthrop. Inst.” xxiv, pp. 424, 425, 9
A2
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collectively moo’eemal’la, mustered near the bough yard some
time after breakfast, and had bushes cut ready to lay over the
women and children. When the messenger arrived stating
that the men and boys were coming in from the bush, the
women were placed lying down around the outside of the
convex end of the yard, and were covered with rugs and
bushes; the mothers of the novices, or those women acting in
their stead, being nearest the fence with their heads against the
logs before mentioned. As far as practicable,. these women
were placed on the side of the yard necarcst their respective
districts. The other women and the children were lying down
a few yards farther away from the yard. When all was ready
at the bough yard, a shout or signal was given, and the Kooringal,
guardians and neopliytes approacicd in single file, a bull-roarer
being sounded by one of the mooeemalle men somewhere in the
adjacent scrub. The Kooringal and guardians, carrying nothing
in their hands, cntered the yard and sat down on the ground
behind the yam-sticks of their own or tribal mothers, Each
boy was taken by the men to the outside of the enclosure and.
placed standing beside his mother on the log against which her
head was resting. These wrangements are all carried out
(uickly, so as not to keep the women and children covered up
too long. 'While the women are eovered up, some of the men
may pick up one or two of the little children, who cannot
speak, and put & fow marks of paint on them, to make the
women believe that Dhuramoolan did it. 'When they were all
in their places, the covering was taken off the mothers, who
stood up with their heads bowed, and their eyes cast on ihe
ground at their fcel; each mother standing in this position,
then held up her arms, and rubbed her hands on her son’s
breast and shoulders, symbolical of rubbing the red paint off
him. Neither of them spoke. The boys then ran away to a
_camp, which had been prepared for them 150 yards southerly
from the new camp.! The mothers turn their backs to the boys
80 as not to see them running away. The boys are not allowed
to look behind them as they run. '

All the women were then uncovered, and advancing, they
pulled down the boughs forming the yard. The men rose to
their feet and danced in the middle of the space within the
yam-sticks, uttering gutiural sounds or low shouts, the women
standing all round them.

The women then took the men to a convenient place near
the camp and divided them into Diibi and Kupathin groups.
Fires were then lighted on the windward side of them, and
green bushes laid on the fire to produce a dense smoke, which

1 ¢ Journ, Anthrop. Inst.,” xxiv, p. 423,
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curled up around the men. The Dilbi women smoked the
Dilbi men, and the Kupathin women the Kupathin men.
This smoking only lasted a short time, after which the men
went away to the boys’ camp.

That night the neophytes, accompanied by some of the men,
went close to the women’s camp, and sounded the bull-roarers, -
The following day the boys, carrying in their hands a firestick,
wrapped in green bushes to cause a smoke, were brought up to
the women’s camp, a bull-roarer being sounded somewhere out
of sight. Somc men walked behind the boys, throwing pieces
of bark at them. The boys were placed sitting on a log,
divided into groups according to their classes. The women,
painted with a few stripes of red and white, were there, and
proceeded to smoke the boys in the same manner as the men
had been smoked the day before. The boys then went back to
their own camp.

In a few days’ time the boys were brought up to the wonien’s
camp and were smoked again in the same manner. The
mothers tell their sons that when they wish to take a wife
they must select a woman in accordance with the class and
totem laws of the tribe. The women then go up close to the
boys, and catching hold of them, put their mouths to their
ears and sing out “coor-r-r.” This concludes the initiation
ceremonies, but the beys are kept under the surveillance of
their guardians and the old men for some time after their
return to their own districts.!

Conclusion—The information contained in the preceding
pages is entirely new, and is now published for the first time.
Some omissions and errors of detail are almost necessarily inei-
dent to all original work of this character, but it is hoped that
if any have been made in the present paper they will be found
to be unimportant. Although I have made my descriptions of
the various parts of the ceremonies as short as I could con-
sistently with the clear exposition of the subject, this paper
has already exceeded the limits I had assigned to it. It has
not been thought mnecessary, or indeed desirable, at the present
stage of the investigation, to enter upon the raison d'étre of the
ceremonies, or to discuss the mecaning of the different per-
formances which have been referred to. It is proposed to leave
this part of the subject to be dealt with in a future article, and
in the meantime T shall avail myself of every opportunity to
extend my rcsearches and cellect further details in connection
with the initiation ceremonies of the Australian aborigines.

i «“Journ, Anthrop. Inst.,” xxiv, p. 426.



